LINGERING SHADOW 




By BERNARD GAVZER 
and 

sm moody 

AP Newsfeature Writers 
The Warren Commis- 



of Mark Lane’s book, 
“Rush to Judgment.” 

“He attempts to discredit 
the commission on hun- 
dreds of counts and to sug- 



sion's staff of senior attor- 
neys doesn’t claim the com- 



*• ii "—in i — ii m i 

Fourth in a Series 



mission’s report was per- ~"T 

f QQi t gest such an enormous lev- > 

el of incompetence or dis- 
But it does claim the honesty as to make his en- 

chafges of critics have been tire argument ridiculous, 

so gross as to be self-de- Had someone set out to de- 
^ting. ' sign a commission of the 

One staff member talked incompetence Lane attrib- 




utes to it, I doubt very seri- 
ously that it could ever have 
been done. Had he focused 
upon some weaknesses of 
the commission or the re- 
port, he might have had an 

area of argument.” 

* * * 

AND THE STAFF agrees 
t h e r 4 were weaknesses. 
Some were of omission: the 
commission most certainly 
could have called to testify 




ficials. Some weaknesses 
were of commission: th^ re- 
port could easily have been 
more explicit about the au- 
topsy conflict. Some were 
inevitable: no one will ever 
be able to say with abso- 
lute certainty which bullet 
produced the fragments 
that were found in Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy’s car 
or just what struck a by- 
stander in the cheek or why 



witnesses who had only 
given statements to law of- (Continued Page A-8, Col. 1) 





A 



Lee Harvey Oswald did it 
ot even, perhaps, if he did it 
unaided. 

But to read the report, all 
of it, is to appreciate the 
depth of the investigation. 
Perhaps the commission 



NEW YORK (UPI) — A 
second national television 
network concluded Tues- 
day night that New Orleans 
DisL Atty. Jim Garrison’s 
probe of the assassination 
of President John F. Kenne- 
dy was "largely unsupport- 
ed” by the evidence. CBS, 
in the third of four hour- 
long broadcasts of "CBS 
News Inquiry: The Warren 
Report," supported the 
Warren Commissions’ find- 
ings and denied there was 
any basis for Garrison’s 
probe. 



should have had its own in- 
vestigatory staff, regardless 
of the huge expense. But 
that is to suggest that the 
FBI and the Secret Service 
and other investigative 
agencies on which it relied 
were somehow not to be 
trusted. 



Some critics suggest that 
they were not trustworthy: 
either subconsciously they 
! sought to defend their 
professionalism by charita- 
bly treating evidence and 
! witnesses or, . far worse, 
they were involved in a su- 
perplot. If the latter were 
the case, it would mean, be- 
cause of the intricacy and 
range of the investigation, 
a conspiracy of almost uni- 
versal dimensions. As yet, 
there is no such evidence. 

* >it * * 

j THE REPORT volumes 
' thetnselves are an irritating 
thing. Hie first 15 are testi- 
mony, most of it taken by 
the commission staff. The 
remaining 11, which lamen- 
tably have no central index, 
are as tidily packed as a 
beatnik’s duffle bag. There 
is little or no order. A : 
search for a specific state- 
ment or affidavit can take 
hours. One of tthe intense 
coterie of assassination 
buffs, SylVia Meagher, has 
made an index on her own. 
But it, too, is fallible. 



Yet the volumes, particu- 
larly the testimony, have a 
certain fascination. The 
range of characters is Tol- 
stoyan. There is the Presi- 
dent of the United States, 
and the secretary of state. 
And a prostitute. There is a 
dashing, Russian-born oil 1 
man who knew both Os- j 
wald and Jacqueline Ken- j 
nedy and whose amatory 
troubles with a Latin beau- 
ty are truly comic. And 
there is a laborer who told 
the august members of the 
commission in blunt terms 
of the locker room what he 
thought when he heard a ri- 
fle go off above his head in 
the depository building. 

The critics are equally di- 
verse. There is Harold 
Weisberg, a Maryland poul- 
tryman who was once Na- 
tional Barbecue King and 
claims his “Geese for 
Peace” campaign got the 
Peace Corps its first good 
. publicity break. Weisberg, ! 
who knows the report as ah 
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Oswald — and no other 
person. 

In arriving at the 
single-bullet theory, the 
commission itself laid the 
groundwork for its possible 
challenge by saying in the 
report: 

“Although it is not neces- 
sary to any essential find- 
ings of the commission to 
determine just which shot 
hit Gov. Connally, there is 
very persuasive evidence 
from the experts to indicate j 
that the same bullet which 
pierced the President's 
throat also caused Gov- 
Connally’s wounds." 

But if that didn't happen, j 
the theory teeters and so j 
does the case against Os- ! 
waid as the lone assassin. 

i 

Next: The rifle and the 
autopsy. 




